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~ Send in the Marines to End

. Three reports have
recommended Camp
Pendleton as a viable
site for an

 international airfield.

_ By JOHN GRAHAM

- mternational trade brings Southern Californians
unparalleled prosperity and peace. But the gate-
way to.our trade, Los Angeles International Air-

port, is now beginning to resemble a bad Three

Stooges routine: Moe, Larry and Curly all trying to '

walk through a door at the same time, This bottie-

~ neck to.trade is not just a problem for Grange
" County commerce. San Diego/Tijuana is in the -
same fix. Neither Brown Field nor-Miramar have

proved to be viable options there; and here, neither
has E1 Toro. ‘ a, T
The El Toro airport distraction has amazing legs.

I thought it was dead with the passage.of ‘Meéasire

F. Of course, the law involved was and is:débatable.

However, you'd think the Orange County ‘supervi-

" sors would read something from:the hige majority -

expressing its disdain for an El Toro airport, ~

T've learned that apparently Orange County su-..

pervisors (at least three of them) have a long history’
of not reading things. Take for example the reports
presented them written by the Southern California

‘Assn. of Governments. Separate reports. in- 1972,
1982 and 1990 recommended the southern part of -

-Camp Pendleton as a viable site for an international

What killed. the discussion of the Camp Pendle-
ton-option? After consulting directly with the mayor
of Newport Beach, Orange County. supervisors
nixed it in June 1990. They can’t actually have read

the SCAG reports. And now El Toro is back on'the -

table, again and again and again. I think it's time to
~reconsider Camp Pendleton. ‘

_ Let's say you've been called to a meeting in New -
York, Paris, or Tokyo: If you live in Irvine, that -

means an hour (if you're lucky) car ride up 1o that
mess of LAX. If you live in Del Mar, that ‘means a
30-minute (if you're lucky) ride down to the San Di-
ego airport of steep thrills, a 30-minute flight up to
LAX and whatever time it takes to make your con-
nection there. I've done the Irvine trip many times;
it'snot fun.

Now imagine the same flights leaving from
southern Camp Pendleton—Ilet’s cal} it Pendleton
International. You drive over to the Irvine {or So-

Argument Over an O.C. Airport |

lana Beach) train station, check your Bag, and start . V
your novel on the fast train ride down (or up) to Pen-

. dleton International. I suggest a seaside seat for the

35-minute, 89-mph trip to/from the Irvine depot.
This is how things are done in civilized places like
Amsterdam/Schiphel, Osaka/Kansai- and Lon-
don/Heathrow. Fast trains ruri from those cities to
their respective airports: o

The rail line is already there. And let’s not forget

- that one rail line can carry the same traffic as 15
-lanes of freeway. Recall the nightmare traffic at -
" LAX during the holidays. In fact, if done right; all

the employment contracts. for the service providers .

~would include train passes. The clerks, cooks, con-

rollers, mechanics, and pilots.also would.have easy K
commutes; even fromynorth Orange County. -~ .
. You say-thé Marines won't give:up ‘the-space? |
That's what they said about-El Toro. I've worked

- with Marines before. In the 19708, my Navy unit

supported praetice amphibious landings along that
15:miles of ‘coastline. However, beach lindings (the

‘best argument. against a- joint-use airport there)
"haven't been used sjnce the Korean War. The Ma-

rines don't need big beachesanymore. - - ,
- Indeed, perhaps-more: relevant in'the years to .
‘come. will besecuring or. assaulting. airports.in-for- -
" eign lands. Pendleton International might-providea .

unique training venue.on occasion. Did you kniow
that on Sundays thelinks at St. Andrews in Scot-" -

- land ‘are.opened'to the public for recreational uses -
_other.than golf—walks and ‘pienics and such? Per-
~haps Pendleton International might be closed to¢i--

vilian use.on the last day of each month and made
available for. military trairing exercises. ‘There are.
all’kinds of joint-use pessibilities if we-think and ne-

- gotiate creatively. - ‘

Look-at-a map of Southern California: Square in
the center-between LAX and San Diego is‘Camp
Pendleton. A major international airport at Pendle-
ton would serve both San Diego and:Orange coun-
ties and 6 million citizens well. An airport there

‘would relieve ‘much of: the ‘eoming pressures on

John Wayne Airport-and LAX. Recently, we sat
outside at-Sage, a.trendy East Bluff (Newport
Beach) restaurant where I'm sure supervisors:have

. supped-before. The jet noise was distracting. May1 -

suggest that those same. supervisors review those
old reports (they're at the UCI library), take-a drive
down to the southern end of Camp Pendleton and

*look around with their San Diego cournterparts,

John Graham is a professor of international
business at the Graduate School of Management at
UC Irvine. He recently was the Demoeratic candi-
date for Congress in the 47th congressional district.
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Is Pendleton option
back on the table?

Remarks by Coad and Silva suggest the time may be ripe
to reconsider southern airport option to EL Toro

h i
GRAHAM

» Mr. Graham
is a professor
of
international
business

in the
Graduate
School of
Management
at the
University of
California,
frvine.
Editor's note:
The land that
is now Camp
Pendleton was
actually
privately held
until Worid
War I, when
the War
Powers Act
was invoked
to take it over
for milftary
use. The
original deal,
according to
tocal historian
George Grupe,
called for the
owners to
have the
option to
re-purchase
the land after
the war.
instead, the
government
kept it and
compensated
the owners.

Coad promoted a “regional” view
of the problem, thus bringing the fed-
eral governiment into the picture.
That is, inadequate transportation
services are a national problem and a
stalled El Toro airport option will
bring federal attention no matter
what. She also added that the lobby-
ists might also reconsider the Pendle-
ton site as part of a broader regional
approach to the problem.

Silva volunteered that he had ac-
tually talked with the commandant of
the Marine Corps about joint use of
Camp Pendleton and the comman-
dant resolutely refused.

We should be pleased to hear that
the topic was broached recently with
the military. However, what Super-
visor Silva needs to understand is
that Marines are taught to speak with
resolve whether the resolve is really
there or not. Indeed, recall their re-
solve about not giving up E! Toro in
the 1980s.

The Marines actually have a long

omething very interesting history of giving up territory for the

bappened last Thursday at  public good. They've already relin- .

a special session of the Or- quished training airspace at Camp

ange County Board of Su- Pendleton to commercial aircraft,

pervisors. The meeting had  and they've recently lost parts of
been called to approve spending both their San Diego and Twentynine
agme $14 million of county funds on =~ Palms umnm‘r"rgcenteés;achm

ashington lobbyists to move along - Perhaps Newport C
federal government approvals for the man Christopher Cox explains
El Toro airport. The vote was a pre- Washington hierarchy best: “The Na-
dictable 3-2 split - Supervisors Chuck vy [and Marines] is ... unshakable. So
Smith, Cynthia Coad and Jim Silva in we get around that by passing a law”
favor, Todd Spitzer and Tom Wilson (as quoted in the Register on June 10,
opposed. 2000, Local News, page 1).

The interesting part is that Super- The folks who study conflict reso-
visors Coad and Silva made com- lution at UCT speak about the notion
ments regarding the long-dead option  of ripeness. That is, oftentimes
of building an international airport at  agreements finally come about be-
the south end of Camp Pendleton. cause the two sides are tired of the

An airport at Pendleton has been confrontation and environmental
off the table for discussion since way  events offer new paths for good com-
back in June of 1990 when promises. The time is
a different set of super- AN INTERNATIONAL ripe for a solution to
visors opted for El Toro. AIRPORT AT CAMP our Southern Cali-
This action was taken de- fornia airport prob-
spitethefactﬂﬁtdthe PENDLETON IS A lems.

Pendleton site re- The 67 percent vote
ceived positive reviews SOUND IDEA for Measure F dem-
from three different BECAUSE OF ITS  niaied the insur-
Southern California Asso- GEOGRAPHIC mountable political
1972, 1982 and 1990. The ’ El Toro airport. Simi-
decision tha? nix Pendleton DISTANCE FROM lar obstacles face
more 10 years ago other options in San
was made with written P HEA| IVH-TIYE Diego County such as
Erapor of Nemport B Brown el iguans
mayor of Newport Beach, RESIDENTIAL Brown ij

but no other Orange AREAS AND ITS The inadequacy of
County cities. ’ Lindbergh Field in

Details regarding this JUXTAPOSITION San Diego prompted
decision can be found in T0 AN ACTIVE Dick Murphy, San
file #3055 in room 469 at Diego’s new mayor, to
the County Hall of Re- RARL LINE. say back in October,
cords. It makes for fascinating read-  “The Camp Pendleton idea is to oper-
ing. ate what I would call Southern Cali-

Spitzer eloguently argued last fornia International Airport on a
week that county money shouldn’t be piece of Camp Pendieton. Now, we're
spent on Washington lobbyists be- not talking about shutting down
cause the decision about El Toro is a Camp Pendleton ... But the new air-
local one in which the federal gov- port could be a joint venture with Or-
‘ernment shouldn’t interfere, ange County. Orange County has the

same problems with John Wayne Air-
port that we have. I would envision

ternational-transcontinental airport
like Dulles. So, basically, anybody out
of San Diego County or Orange
County or Riverside County who
wanted to fly overseas or to Washing-
ton, D.C. could fly out of that air-
port.” Dick Murphy is the kind of
ally Orange County needs.

An international airport at Camp
Pendletonig;smmdideabemuseof
its geographic centrality, its distance
from heavily populated residential
areas, and its juxtaposition to an ac-

To the extent that international
trade (made possible by our ports
and airports) promotes international
peace and understanding, Marines’
lives will actually be saved.

Yes, perhaps an airport at Camp
Pendieton will take the proverbial act
of Congress. But, that's why we have
elected officials in Washington.
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A solution to the Fl Toro
quagmire lies south of
San Clemente.

BY JOHN L. GRAHAM

30 OCM JANUARY 25. 2001

t was just something on television until 1 read the paper the next day. Even though

T knew the Balboa Park neighborhood well where the planes went down, it still

might have been another familiar disaster scene from a movie. The burning houses

and other signs of carnage were just images coming from the box in my living

room. The reporters described the collision of the PSA 727 and the Cessna 172

on that sunny San Diego morning in great detail. One hundred and forty-four
people died in the crash, seven of them on the ground. The images becarne humans
the next morning when I read the list of casualties — I knew one of the people on board
Flight 182. 1 would never see that human being again.

All our opinions about airports are biased by our experiences and circumstances.
For example, most folks simply don't want airports in their “back yards.” You can't
blame them given scenarios like that above. | personally don’t like seeing planes
landing or taking off over populated areas. Indeed, I won’t miss the final approach to
the old airport in Hong Kong. There was nothing like that final right-hand turn among
skyscrapers before lining up with the runway that ended at the harbor. Those of you
who have landed there know what I mean. So, one of my experiences pertinent to my
position on Southern California airports is that PSA crash I watched unfold on the
evening news in my San Diego living room back in 1978.

Other aspects of my background that influence my suggestion of southern Camp
Pendleton as the best place for a new airport are eight years of living in San Diego,
four years active duty in the Navy helping prepare beaches for landing Marines, a
year or s0 of commuting between Del Mar and Union Station on Amtrak, more
that 20 years of international travel and teaching international business at USC and
UCL. and most recently listening to South County folks talking about the El Toro
Airport. Now that I've revealed my own biases, please let me make the argument for
Pendleton International.

Some El Toro Airport opponents dispute the notion that we need any new airport
capacity in Southern Califoria. All the demand studies refute that argumnent, including
areport on future expansion at LAX released last week. Better yet, just talk to anyone
who’s stood in line at customs and immigration at LAX recently. Airports are crucial
to international commerce: and as that commerce increasingly involves services rather
than goods, airports trump seaports in infrastructure importance. Also, consider your
industrious immigrant neighbors who wish to visit their relatives — the ones from most
foreign countries will be traveling by air.

The debate about where to put the needed new airport is an old one. The Southern
California Association of Governments (SCAG} has published reports of at least four
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airport studies over the years (1672, 1982, 1990, and 1994)
suggesting such alternatives as March, George, and Norton Air
Force Bases, El Toro and Camp Pendleton. A ranway made of
floating concrete has even been suggested and the best offshore
location debated. The curious thing about all the SCAG reports
is that they are writien as if San Diego with its own airport woes
didn’t exist.

An international airport at Camp Pendleton is a sound one
because of its geographic centrality (that is, if you believe that
San Diego exists), its distance from heavily populated residen-
tia] areas, and its juxtaposition to an active rail line. So why
haven’t we heard more about this sensible option during the past
10 years?

A litile research at the UCI Library provided some insight.
The 1994 SCAG report (shelved at TL 726.3 C2 $68) explains
that the Orange County Supervisors “emphatically rejected”
Camp Pendleton from further consideration, but without explain-
ing why. Reference to file #3055 in room 469 of the County
Hall of Records solves that minor mystery. In June 1990, after
written consultation with the mayor of Newport Beach, the OC
Supervisors resurrected El Toro from the 1990 SCAG reject list
while nixing other “better” options, including Pendleton. And
so we have a decade of Supervisors trying to peddle a lemon to
Orange County voters.

The good news is that on Jan. 4 Supervisors Cynthia Coad
and Jim Silva put Camp Pendleton back on the table. Silva
mentioned his conversations with the Commandant of the Marine
Corps in Washington, D.C. about Camp Pendleton. Coad argued
that the million dollar-plus lobbying effort by the County in
Washington should consider Camp Pendleton as well as E] Toro.

I am certain many objections could — and will — be voiced
to a Dulles-like airport at the southern end of Camp Pendleton.
Everyone’s back yard is different. But, taking the long and broad
view, Pendleton is the single best alternative we have in the
region to handle the growing demands on our transportation
infrastructure. Beach landings were crucial to the victory in
World War 11, and the military did us all a big favor by preserving
15 miles of Southern California coastline to support that tactic.
But, in the 21st century, economic competition (thankfully not
military competition) is the name of the game. Qur Asian partners
and competitors know this —a walk through the new airports in

Hong Kong, Shanghai, and Osaka is the best evidence. Hopefully,
our policy makers in Washington, D.C. will recognize this new
reality and support the conversion of a portion of Camp Pendieton
into a crown jewel of international trade infrastructure.

Let us consider and answer some of the arguments against
Camp Pendleton International.

1. The folks in northern Orange County see the El Toro Airport
as an economic engine for OC. That is, airports mean jobs.
However, creative labor contracts would include the train fares
from places like the Santa Ana Depot to Pendleton International.
This would yield a comfortable commute for clerks, cooks,
controllers, mechanics, and pilots.

2. Those currently under the flight path of John Wayne will
hold out against Pendleton because the only way to close John
Wayne is to open El Toro. You can’t blame them, but the reality
is that South County opposition (as measured in Measure F and
the most recent polls by both CSU Fullerton and UCT) precludes
El Toro. But, a full-service Pendieton International will allow
for reduced operations at John Wayne.

3. A state law exists precluding the development of Pendleton
if closed by the military. Obviously, such a law can be changed.
Moreover, the creation of Pendleton International doesn’t
necessitate the complete closure of the Marine base.

4. The Marines will never give up the territory. That’s what
they said about El Toro. Moreover, as Maj. Gen. Edward Hanlon,
the Commanding General of Camp Pendleton. eloquently pointed
out in his recent letter to me, .. .the Marine Corps mission [is]
specified by Congress.” Newport Beach Congressman Christopher

Cox further explained in the OC Register the hierarchy in
Washington: “The Navy {and Marines] is unshakable. So we
getaround that by passing a law.” That is, the Congress and the
president will decide whether or not a few of the 15 miles of
Camp Pendleton coastline would be better used as an international
airport than practicing obsolete, high-casualty beach landings.
5. San Diegans fear encroachment of Los Angeles and Camp
Pendieton makes for the best buffer. Most of Camp Pendleton
will remain. Moreover, the inadequacy of Lindbergh Field in
San Diego prompted Dick Murphy, San Diego’s new mayor to
say back in October, “Now we’re not talking about shutting
down Camp Pendieton ... But the new airport [there] could be
a joint venture with Orange County. Orange County has the
same problems with John Wayne Airport that we have. I would
envision that airport being primarily an international-transcontinental
airport such as Dulles in Washington, D.C. So, basically, anybody
out of San Diego County or Orange County or Riverside County
who wanted to fly overseas or to Washington, D.C. could fly
out of that airport.” Dick Murphy is the kind of ally Orange
County needs.

6. The folks in Vista, Fallbrook, and Oceanside will object.
Yes, the first two cities are in the approximate east-to-west
landing pattern for Pendleton International, but the population

_ density and proximity is nothing like that surrounding El Toro.

And, only the seagulls will have reason to complain about the
over-water takeoffs. Finally, the existing rail line will dramatically
mitigate traffic congestion.

7. The hawks in the Bush administration and the Republicans
on Capitol Hill want to expand the military, not close bases.
Indeed, these are the decision makers in the matter. But, President
Bush and the Republicans alse understand the importance of
promoting trade and its multiplicative impact on both America’s
economic strength and ultimately world peace. Trading a tortilla-
chip-sized piece of defense infrastructure for an entire enchi-
lada of trade infrastructure will make sense in Washington, D.C.
By the way, I did ask our congressional representatives how
they saw the Pendleton option. Rep. Christopher Cox says he
supports consideration of Camp Pendleton. Rookie Rep. Darrell
Issa’s (his Congressional district surrounds Camp Pendleton
and he resides in Vista) office responded, “After reviewing your
request and sifting through the masses of
tasks that are involved in setting up a Congressional office, we’ve
determined that it’s not in the best interest of the Congressman
to be involved in your article regarding an airport at Camp
Pendieton.” ’

8. Speaking of hawks, that is the flying kind, environmental
issues are pertinent to the Pendleton question. Mike Armstrong,
aregional planner at SCAG, reports on the southern Pendleton
site, “It is adjacent to a pristine riparian habitat that supports a
large number of rare and endangered plant and animal species.
The grading that would be required to construct.the airport, and
ongoing runoff for the airport would likely destroy this habitat.”
I don’t have an easy answer for this objection. Indeed, runoff-
associated pollution is a problem were facing along the entire
coast. Careful creativity will be key.

As the debate about the future of El Toro proceeds. the Camp
Pendleton International option deserves serious consideration.
Camp Pendleton International would mean Orange County could
enjoy the economic boost that an international airport would
give the region while avoiding the congestion, pollution, noise
and yes, danger, that flights towards Loma Ridge and the Santa
Ana mountains would entail. The battle over an airport at El
Toro could be put to rest and both pro- and anti- airport forces
could legitimately claim victory. Camp Pendleton Intemational
would be a win-win solution for Orange County. 0CM

John L. Graham is professor of International Business at the UCI
Graduate School of Managemeni. The former Navy Seal was the
Democratic Party candidate for Congress in the 47th District in
the 2000 election. E-mail: jgraham @ uci. edu.
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